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vail in any man over his regard for his leader. Drake,
whom cordials had now restored to his speech, was the
only man who could not be prevailed on to leave the
enterprise unfinished. It was to no purpose that they ad-
vised him to submit to go on board to have his wound
dressed, and promised to return with him and complete
their design; he well knew how impracticable it was to
regain the opportunity, when it was once lost; and could
easily foresee, that a respite, but of a few hours, would en-
able the Spaniards to recover from their consternation, to
assemble their forces, refit their batteries, and remove their
treasure. What he had undergone so much danger to
obtain was now in his hands, and the thought of leaving it
untouched was too mortifying to be patiently borne.

However, as there was little time for consultation, and
the same danger attended their stay, in that perplexity and
confusion, as their return, they bound up his wound with
his scarf, and partly by force, partly by entreaty, carried
him to the boats, in which they all embarked by break of
day.

Then taking with them, out of the harbour, a ship loaded
with wines, they went to the Bastimentes, an island about
a league from the town, where they stayed two days to re-
pose the wounded men, and to regale themselves with the
fruits, which grew in great plenty in the gardens of that
island.

During their stay here, there came over, from the main-
land, a Spanish gentleman, sent by the governour, with in-
structions to inquire whether the captain was that Drake
who had been before on their coast; whether the arrows
with which many of their men were wounded were not
poisoned; and whether they wanted provisions or other
necessaries. The messenger, likewise, extolled their cou-
rage with the highest encomiums, arid expressed his admi-
ration of their daring undertaking. Drake, though he
knew the civilities of an enemy are always to be suspect-
ed, and thut the messenger, amidst all his professions of
regard, was no other than a spy, yet knowing that he had